Application: 10/680,863 
Art Unit: 3686 



Paper No. 20081002 
Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1 . Tliis action is in reply to the application filed on 7 October 2003. 

2. Claims 1-29 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Priority 

3. Applicant's claim for the benefit of a prior-filed application under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) 
or under 35 U.S.C. 1 20, 1 21 , or 365(c) is acknowledged. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The Information Disclosure Statement filed 07 October 2003 has been 
considered. An initialed copy of the Form 1449 is enclosed herewith. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Tlie factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining tlie scope and contents of tlie prior art. 

2. Ascertaining tlie differences between tlie prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or 
nonobviousness. 

7. Claims 1-4, 10, 15-16, 18-19, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hoffman etal. (US 2003/0050845 A1) (hereinafter 
Hoffman) in view of Freeman, Jr. etal. (US 6012035) (hereinafter Freeman) in 
further view of Scheer (US 2002/01 61 674 A1 ) (hereinafter Scheer). 

8. Examiner's Note: The Examiner has pointed out particular references 
contained in the prior art of record within the body of this action for the 
convenience of the Applicant. Although the specified citations are representative 
of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the 
individual claim, other passages and figures may apply. Applicant, in preparing 
the response, should consider fully the entire reference as potentially teaching all 
or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught 
by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 

Claim 1 

Hoffman as shown, discloses the following limitations: 
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• identifying at least one relationship affecting interactions between the health 
care company and the at least one health care supplier; (see at least 
Hoffman Fig:109 ltems:1 0900-1 0902 & related text) 

• identifying a plurality of transactions associated with at least one of the 
interactions; (see at least Hoffman Fig:109 Item: 10900, 10904 & related text) 

• organizing the plurality of transactions into at least one transaction sequence; 
(see at least Hoffman Fig:109 ltems:1 0906-1 0908 & related text) 

• wherein an instance of the semantic network is formable based, at least in 
part, on a detection of the at least one interaction; (see at least Hoffman 
[0253], [1770], Fig:67 ltem:6736 & related text ) 

Hoffman does not disclose the following limitations, however Freeman, as 
shown, does: 

• identifying indicia associated with a health care company; (see at least 
Freeman Column:4 Lines:7-15, Column:4 Lines:59-67 Column:5 Lines:1- 
6,20-41) 

• identifying indicia associated with at least one health care supplier; (see at 
least Freeman Column:4 Lines:7-15, Column:4 Lines:59-67 Column:5 
Lines:1 -6,20-41) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Freeman into Hoffman. One of ordinary skill 
in the art would have added this feature into Hoffman with the motivation to 
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provide a more accurate and effective approach to coordinating and effectuating 
the interactions of multiple health care companies and health care suppliers 
acquire, (see at least Freeman Column:3 Lines:7-16) 

Hoffman/Freeman does not disclose the following limitation, however Scheer, as 

shown, does: 

• associating the identified indicia of the health care company and the at least 
one health care supplier, the at least one identified relationship, and the at 
least one transaction sequence to form a semantic network; (see at least 
Scheer [0117]) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Scheer into Hoffman/Freeman. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have added this feature into Hoffman/Freeman with 
the motivation to provide an improved method and system for effectively and 
efficiently coordinating transactions in a health-related supply chain system, (see 
at least Scheer [0007]-[0010]) 
Claim 2 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 1 . Hoffman further discloses the following limitation: 

• assigning at least one date-time indicia to the data structure; (see at least 
Hoffman Fig:14 Items: 1434-1 436 & related text) 
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Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer does not disclose the following limitation, liowever 
Freeman, as shown, does: 

• storing the identified indicia of tlie liealtli care company and tlie at least one 
health care supplier in at least one data structure; (see at least Freeman 
Column :23 & 24 "Authorized Data Capture Encounter") 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Freeman into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have added this feature into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more accurate and 
effective approach to coordinating and effectuating the interactions of multiple 
health care companies and health care suppliers acquire, (see at least Freeman 
Column:3 Lines:7-16) 
Claim 3 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 1 . Freeman further discloses the following limitation: 

• receiving the identified indicia of the health care company and the at least one 
health care supplier from an electronic data interchange system; (see at least 
Freeman Column:4 Lines:13-45) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Freeman into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have added this feature into 
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Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more accurate and 
effective approach to coordinating and effectuating the interactions of multiple 
health care companies and health care suppliers acquire, (see at least Freeman 
Column:3 Lines:7-16) 
Claim 4 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 1 . Freeman further discloses the following limitation: 
• receiving ttie identified indicia of the heaitli care company and the at least one 

health care supplier format least one of an application program interface, a 

user interface, and a software editing tool; (see at least Freeman Column:11- 

12 "System Interface Definitions") 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Freeman into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have added this feature into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more accurate and 
effective approach to coordinating and effectuating the interactions of multiple 
health care companies and health care suppliers acquire, (see at least Freeman 
Column:3 Lines:7-16) 
Claim 10 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 1 . Hoffman further discloses the following limitation: 
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• wherein the at least one relationship corresponds to at least one contractual 
provision associated with the health care company and the at least one health 
care supplier; (see at least Hoffman Fig:93 ltems:9330-9334 Fig:112 
Items: 1 1 200-1 1 208 & related text) 

Claim 13 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 1 . Hoffman further discloses the following limitation: 

• forming an electronic message in response to detecting an error associated 
with the identified indicia; (see at least Hoffman Fig:18 ltems:1 834-1 836 
Fig:38 ltem:3840 & related text) 

Claim 15 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 1 . Freeman further discloses the following limitations: 

• at least one node based on the health care company; (see at least Freeman 
Fig:1 ltems:1 1 ,15 & related text) 

• at least one node based on the at least one health care supplier; (see at least 
Freeman Fig:1 ltem:20 & related text) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the features of Freeman into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have added these features into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more accurate and 
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effective approacli to coordinating and effectuating the interactions of multiple 
health care companies and health care suppliers acquire, (see at least Freeman 
Column:3 Lines:7-16) 
Claim 16 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 15. Freeman further discloses the following limitations: 

• at least one node based on a benefit plan; (see at least Freeman Column:? 
Lines:20-25) 

• at least one node based on a health care plan contract; (see at least 
Freeman Column:9-10 "Provider Contract") 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the features of Freeman into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have added these features into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more accurate and 
effective approach to coordinating and effectuating the interactions of multiple 
health care companies and health care suppliers acquire, (see at least Freeman 
Column:3 Lines:7-16) 
Claim 18 

Hoffman as shown, discloses the following limitations: 
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• identifying at least one relationship affecting interactions between the health 
care company and the at least one health care supplier; (see at least 
Hoffman Fig:109 ltems:1 0900-1 0902 & related text) 

• identifying a plurality of transactions associated with at least one of the 
interactions; (see at least Hoffman Fig:109 Item: 10900, 10904 & related text) 

• organizing the plurality of transactions into at least one transaction sequence; 
(see at least Hoffman Fig:109 ltems:1 0906-1 0908 & related text) 

• wherein an instance of the semantic network is formable based, at least in 
part, on a detection of the at least one interaction; (see at least Hoffman 
[0253], [1770], Fig:67 ltem:6736 & related text ) 

Hoffman does not disclose the following limitations, however Freeman, as 
shown, does: 

• identifying indicia associated with a health care company; (see at least 
Freeman Column:4 Lines:7-15, Column:4 Lines:59-67 Column:5 Lines:1- 
6,20-41) 

• identifying indicia associated with at least one health care supplier; (see at 
least Freeman Column:4 Lines:7-15, Column:4 Lines:59-67 Column:5 
Lines:1 -6,20-41) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the features of Freeman into Hoffman. One of ordinary skill 
in the art would have added these features into Hoffman with the motivation to 
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provide a more accurate and effective approach to coordinating and effectuating 
the interactions of multiple health care companies and health care suppliers 
acquire, (see at least Freeman Column:3 Lines:7-16) 

Hoffman/Freeman does not disclose the following limitation, however Scheer, as 

shown, does: 

• associating the identified indicia of the health care company and the at least 
one health care practitioner, the at least one identified relationship, and the at 
least one transaction sequence to form a semantic network; (see at least 
Scheer [0117]) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Scheer into Hoffman/Freeman. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have added this feature into Hoffman/Freeman with 
the motivation to provide an improved method and system for effectively and 
efficiently coordinating transactions in a health-related supply chain system, (see 
at least Scheer [0007]-[0010]) 
Claim 19 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 1 . Hoffman further discloses the following limitation: 

• assigning at least one date-time indicia to the data structure; (see at least 
Hoffman Fig:14 Items: 1434-1 436 & related text) 
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Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer does not disclose the following limitation, liowever 
Freeman, as shown, does: 

• storing the identified indicia of tlie liealtli care company and tlie at least one 
health care practitioner in at least one data structure; (see at least Freeman 
Column :23 & 24 "Authorized Data Capture Encounter") 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Freeman into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have added this feature into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more accurate and 
effective approach to coordinating and effectuating the interactions of multiple 
health care companies and health care suppliers acquire, (see at least Freeman 
Column:3 Lines:7-16) 
Claim 25 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 18. Hoffman further discloses the following limitation: 

• wherein the at least one relationship corresponds to at least one contractual 

provision associated with the health care company and the at least one health 
care practitioner; (see at least Hoffman Fig:93 ltems:9330-9334 Fig:112 
Items: 1 1200-1 1208 & related text) 
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9. Claims 5-9, 11-12, 14, 17, 20-24, and 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Hoffman in view of Freeman in view of Scheer in 
further view of Rivonelli et al. (US 6246975 B1 ) (hereinafter Rivonelli). 
Claim 5 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 1 . Rivonelli further discloses the following limitations: 
• representing at least some of the identified indicia of tlie liealtli care company 

and the at least one health care supplier in a natural language format 

exhibiting a fixed context and a fixed grammar; (see at least Rivonelli 

Column:48 Lines:34-39) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Rivonelli into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have added this feature into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more comprehensive 
and effective approach to create and utilize health-related database in assessing 
transaction involving parties in health-related fields, (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 
Claim 6 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli discloses all the 
limitations of Claim 5. Rivonelli further discloses the following limitations: 
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• wherein the fixed grammar exhibits a Backus-Naur format; (see at least 
Rivonelli Column:51 Lines:11-13) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Rivonelli into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
added this feature into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli with the motivation to 
provide a more comprehensive and effective approach to create and utilize 
health-related database in assessing transaction involving parties in health- 
related fields, (see at least Rivonelli Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 
Claim 7 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli discloses all the 
limitations of Claim 5. Rivonelli further discloses the following limitations: 

• wherein the fixed context is based, at least in part, on an industry specific 
data structure, the industry-specific data structure being used to identify 
operations associated with the plurality of transactions; (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:22 Lines:1-3) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Rivonelli into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
added this feature into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli with the motivation to 
provide a more comprehensive and effective approach to create and utilize 
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liealtli-related database in assessing transaction involving parties in health- 
related fields, (see at least Rivonelli Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 
Claim 8 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli discloses all the 
limitations of Claim 5. Hoffman further discloses the following limitations: 

• parsing the natural language representation of the identified indicia into a 
plurality of fields; (see at least Hoffman Fig: 109 ltems:1 0900-1 0906 & related 
text) 

• mapping at least some of the fields into at least one data structure; (see at 
least Hoffman Fig:109 ltems:10908 & related text) 

Claim 9 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli discloses all the 
limitations of Claim 8. Hoffman further discloses the following limitations: 

• assigning at least one date-time indicia to the at least one data structure; 
(see at least Hoffman Fig:14 ltems:1 434-1 436 & related text) 

Claim 11 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli discloses all the 
limitations of Claim 10. Rivonelli further discloses the following limitations: 

• representing the at least one contractual provision in a natural language 
format exhibiting a fixed context and a fixed grammar; (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:28 Lines:60-67 Column:48 Lines:34-39) 
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• wherein the fixed grammar exhibits a Backus-Naur format; (see at least 
Rivonelli Column:51 Lines:11-13) 

• wherein the fixed context is based, at least in part on an industry-specific data 
structure, the industry-specific data structure being used to identify operations 
associated with the plurality of transactions; (see at least Rivonelli Column:22 
Lines:1-3) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the features of Rivonelli into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
added these features into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli with the motivation 
to provide a more comprehensive and effective approach to create and utilize 
health-related database in assessing transaction involving parties in health- 
related fields, (see at least Rivonelli Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 
Claim 12 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 1 . Rivonelli further discloses the following limitation: 

• wherein the at least one interaction is associated with a request for payment 
of services performed; (see at least Rivonelli Column:47 Lines:13-19) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Rivonelli into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have added this feature into 
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Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more comprehensive 
and effective approach to create and utilize health-related database in assessing 
transaction involving parties in health-related fields, (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 
Claim 14 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 

Claim 1 . Rivonelli further discloses the following limitation: 

• wherein the identified indicia correspond to a plurality of nodes in the 

semantic network and the at least one identified relationship corresponds to 

links interconnecting at least some of the plurality of nodes in the semantic 

network (see at least Rivonelli Column:47 Lines:58-60) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Rivonelli into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have added this feature into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more comprehensive 
and effective approach to create and utilize health-related database in assessing 
transaction involving parties in health-related fields, (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 
Claim 17 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 1 . Rivonelli further discloses the following limitation: 



Application: 10/680,863 
Art Unit: 3686 



Paper No. 20081002 
Page 18 



• querying data structures associated with ttie semantic network; (see at least 
Rivonelli Column:5 Lines:30-33) 

• fomiing an electronic document containing at least some of ttie identified 
indicia and data associated with the at least one identified relationship in 
response to the query of the data structures, wherein the electronic document 
is viewable in a natural language format exhibiting a fixed context and a fixed 
grammar; (see at least Rivonelli Column:48 Lines:34-39) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the features of Rivonelli into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have added these features into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more comprehensive 
and effective approach to create and utilize health-related database in assessing 
transaction involving parties in health-related fields, (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 
Claim 20 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 1 8. Rivonelli further discloses the following limitations: 

• representing at least some of the identified indicia of the health care company 
and the at least one health care practitioner in a natural language format 
exhibiting a fixed context and a fixed grammar; (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:48 Lines:34-39) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Rivonelli into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have added this feature into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more comprehensive 
and effective approach to create and utilize health-related database in assessing 
transaction involving parties in health-related fields, (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 
Claim 21 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli discloses all the 
limitations of Claim 20. Rivonelli further discloses the following limitations: 
• wherein the fixed grammar exhibits a Backus-Naur format; (see at least 

Rivonelli Column:51 Lines:11-13) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Rivonelli into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
added this feature into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli with the motivation to 
provide a more comprehensive and effective approach to create and utilize 
health-related database in assessing transaction involving parties in health- 
related fields, (see at least Rivonelli Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 
Claim 22 
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Tlie combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelll discloses all the 
limitations of Claim 20. Rivonelli further discloses the following limitations: 

• wherein the fixed context is based, at least in part, on an industry specific 
data structure, the industry-specific data structure being used to identify 
operations associated with the plurality of transactions; (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:22 Lines:1-3) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Rivonelli into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
added this feature into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli with the motivation to 
provide a more comprehensive and effective approach to create and utilize 
health-related database in assessing transaction involving parties in health- 
related fields, (see at least Rivonelli Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 
Claim 23 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli discloses all the 
limitations of Claim 20. Hoffman further discloses the following limitations: 

• parsing the natural language representation of the identified indicia into a 
plurality of fields; (see at least Hoffman Fig:109 ltems:1 0900-1 0906 & related 
text) 

• mapping at least some of the fields into at least one data structure; (see at 
least Hoffman Fig: 109 Items: 10908 & related text) 
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Claim 24 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli discloses all the 
limitations of Claim 23. Hoffman further discloses the following limitations: 

• assigning at least one date-time indicia to tine at least one data structure; 
(see at least Hoffman Fig:14 ltems:1 434-1 436 & related text) 

Claim 26 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer/Rivonelli discloses all the 
limitations of Claim 25. Rivonelli further discloses the following limitations: 

• representing the at least one contractual provision in a natural language 
format exhibiting a fixed context and a fixed grammar; (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:28 Lines:60-67 Column:48 Lines:34-39) 

• wherein the fixed grammar exhibits a Backus-Naur format; (see at least 
Rivonelli Column:51 Lines:11-13) 

• wherein the fixed context is based, at least in part on an industry-specific data 
structure, the industry-specific data structure being used to identify operations 
associated with the plurality of transactions; (see at least Rivonelli Column:22 
Lines:1-3) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the features of Rivonelli into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have added these features into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more comprehensive 
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and effective approach to create and utilize health-related database in assessing 
transaction involving parties in health-related fields, (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 
Claim 27 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 18. Rivonelli further discloses the following limitation: 

• wherein the at least one interaction is associated with a request for payment 
of services performed; (see at least Rivonelli Column:47 Lines:13-19) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Rivonelli into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have added this feature into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more comprehensive 
and effective approach to create and utilize health-related database in assessing 
transaction involving parties in health-related fields, (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 
Claim 28 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 18. Rivonelli further discloses the following limitation: 

• wherein the identified indicia correspond to a plurality of nodes in the 
semantic network and the at least one identified relationship corresponds to 
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links interconnecting at least some of the plurality of nodes in the semantic 

network (see at least Rivonelli Column:47 Lines:58-60) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the feature of Rivonelli into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have added this feature into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more comprehensive 
and effective approach to create and utilize health-related database in assessing 
transaction involving parties in health-related fields, (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 
Claim 29 

The combination of Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 18. Rivonelli further discloses the following limitation: 

• querying data structures associated with the semantic network; (see at least 
Rivonelli Column:5 Lines:30-33) 

• fonning an electronic document containing at least some of the identified 
indicia and data associated with the at least one identified relationship in 
response to the query of the data structures, wherein the electronic document 
is viewable in a natural language format exhibiting a fixed context and a fixed 
grammar; (see at least Rivonelli Column:48 Lines:34-39) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the features of Rivonelli into Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer. 
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One of ordinary skill in the art would have added these features into 
Hoffman/Freeman/Scheer with the motivation to provide a more comprehensive 
and effective approach to create and utilize health-related database in assessing 
transaction involving parties in health-related fields, (see at least Rivonelli 
Column:3 Lines:58-67 Column:5 Lines:4-16) 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or concerning this 
communication or earlier communications from the Examiner should be directed to Rajiv J. 
Raj whose telephone number is (571) 270-3930. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday, 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Jerry O'Connor can be reached at 571.272.6787. 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
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applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair <http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov >. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866.217.9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to (571) 273-8300. 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office Customer Service Window: 

Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 



Date: 10/07/08 
/RJR/ 

Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3686 



/Gerald J. O'Connor/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 3686 



